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ORI AL 


Was Bethlehem’s Babe 
Truly God? 


Could Bethlehem’s beautiful yet tiny Babe have 
been truly the Mighty God of the rolling spheres? 
The sweet cadences of the angel’s songs echoed 
that He was. The three earthly “Kings of Orient 
are”, opened their lovely treasures and produced 
gold, frankincense and myrrh fit only for a heavenly 
King. They bowed in humble heartfelt adoration 
as they worshipped Him for Whom they had 
searched so long. The bright star which they fol- 
lowed for so many nights and lost awhile, told of 
a divine Messenger and Saviour. No ordinary 
mortal was He. The star’s silvery beams formed 
a fitting diadem for a monarch so divinely supreme 
and its rare beauty silently told of Him who is both 
transcendent and eternal. | 


Jesus, the Son of the Heavenly Father, became 
man, but at no time did He, “become God”. He 
was God from the beginning. One vainly searches 
the whole gamut of Scriptural testimony for a 
“part-time” God or a “half-way” Diety. Such 
would be a blasphemous absurdity. Let all critics 
get in a huddle and explain such a preposterous 
idea. 


In some way beyond the ken of dim human 
reason and by the sure light of a perfect revelation 
the wee feeble babe in Bethlehem’s lowly manger 
was the Mighty Son of God, King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords. But someone hastens to add,—this 
places an imponderable tax upon the credulity of 
man. It is psychologically impossible. On the sur- 
face, sq it may seem, but let no one become con- 


fused. ‘“‘With God all things are possible.” 


God has a way more rare and exquisite than 
man can imagine. The Son of God, Jesus our 
Lord, was a miracle from beginning to end. You 
can’t explain anything which He did or was, apart 
from that fact. The wisest of earth cannot fathom 
the simplest word that He said and the deeds 
which He performed every day of His earthly 
life. Can the most penetrating intellect, unaided 
by the sure word of Scripture, explain how God 
could wash the dirty feet of his faithless friends 
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with a crude basin of water, girded with a plain, 
coarse towel? How rare and distilled was the 
genuine love portrayed when He prepared a sayory 


breakfast for a group of hungry disciples on ‘the | 


shores of Tiberius? Think of cleaning fish and 
frying them along with some battercakes when He 
had just gone through the throes of Calvary and 
the triumph of the Resurrection. This was rather 
peculiar conduct to say the least. Was it God 
or not who called those weary men to breakfast 
and served them as a common cook that ordinary 
hunger might be satisfied? A rather menial task, 
you say, for Him who fashioned Arcturus and 
Orion in company with all the gigantic host of 
the Milky Way. You may attempt the feeble 
reply that it was for the magnificent purpose of 
restoring old wayward Peter back to the apostolic 
fold again. So it was, yet a rather homely task 
in _ of the exalted purpose which He had in 
mind. | 


How could God waste His time on a handful 
of Palestine beggars or a few thousand sick folks 
scattered along its dusty paths and rocky byways? 
How could He argue, as surely He did, with the 
pitifully narrow-minded Scribes and Pharisees, 
listening to their raucous jargon and feeling their 
hateful venom day after day? 


Before the golden beams of the sun began to 
brighten and enliven the day or the silver rays of 
the moon adorned silent night, Jesus was God. 
Yes, the Babe of Bethlehem, pitifully weak as any 
other infant is, none the less was the mighty Son 
of God. He was and is, Immanuel, Saviour, King 
and Friend for all who trust Him today. 


We Protestants have gone too far, at times, 


in emphasizing the humanity of Christ. It 


is true that He was born a babe in Bethlehem, 
and a fact that He was truly human as well 
as truly divine. But with all the emphasis on 
the humanity of the Christ child, we forget 
that this one who was born unto us was 
CHRIST THE LORD. 


The babe whom we worship at the manger 
is the same one of whom John heard the in- 
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numerable host of heaven singing, “Worthy is 
the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, 
and glory, and blessing.” | 


Our Saviour is Lord, He is the King, glorious 
and triumphant, who reigns over His creation, 
and causes even the wrath of man to serve Him. 
There is deep and abiding joy in the assurance 
that He controls all things in His providence, 
but even deeper joy in knowing that I have 
surrendered the course of my life to His Lord- 
ship. 


“I’ve found a friend, O such a friend! 
All power to Him is given, 

To guard me on my onward course, 
And bring me safe to heaven. 


From Him, who loves me now so well, 

What power my soul can sever? 

Shall life or death, or earth or hell? 

No; I am His forever.” 

—J. G. Small 

“Rejoice in the Lord always!” “. ... 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
. . . For unto you is born . a Saviour 
who is Christ the Lord.” —R.W.C. 


The Table of the Lord 


It is a pleasure to note that historical scholar- 
ship in Chicago is calling for a return to the 
Presbyterian architecture as the proper setting 
for Reformed worship. Reference has been made 
to a pamphlet prepared by a Committee of 
Chicago Presbytery, headed by Professor L. J. 
Trinterud of McCormick; and to the good article 
in Presbyterian Life for September 15, 1956, by 
Professor James H. Nichols of the University 
of Chicago. It is also reported that Professor 
Edward Dowey, McCormick’s authority on Cal- 
vin, has accumulated a set of pictures illustrat- 
ing church interiors in the Reformed tradition. 


The center of this historical testimony is 
that the children of God gather for the Lord’s 
Supper around the Table of the Lord. At this 
Table a minister serves the supper or meal 
ordained by the Lord. We do not come to 
an altar where a mediating priest offers the 
body of Jesus to propitiate an unreconciled 
deity for the sins of the living and the dead. 
The Reformed faith has a sacrificial meal based 
on the one sacrifice offered once for all at 


Calvary. It has not a sacrifice repeating or con- 
tinuing the one sacrifice of Christ, as though 
that were insufficient or incomplete. 


At the Table the preacher is a member of 
the priesthood of all believers serving the sup- 
per to the others who are equally with him 
priests of the Most High God. He is not a 
hierarchal priest mediating between the people 
and an altar at the head of a long chancel 
which is reserved exclusively for the clergy. 
He serves from a Table not from an altar mod- 
eled after the old flat tombstones and supposed 
to contain in it the bones of saints and martyrs. 


According to the Gospels the Last Supper 
was celebrated by Jesus and the Twelve not 
before an altar, but around a Table. Further, 
the Apostle Paul expressly refers in the First 
Corinthians 10 to THE TABLE OF THE 
LORD. In the Epistle to the Hebrews and in 
the Book of Revelation, the altar is seen with 
the eye of faith in the heavenly tabernacle which 
God pitched, not man. The focal center of 
New Testament worship is the Lamb standing 
in the midst of the Throne as He had been 
sacrificed, the High Priest ever living to inter- 
cede for us with the Majesty on High. The 
more successfully any congregation focuses the 
physical eye of the worshipper on a chancel 
altar or a worship center picture, the more it 
detracts the attention of the eye of faith from 
that center which God has given, namely, the 
Interceding Christ. 


While in Rome I was taken through the Cata- 
combs of St. Callistus by a Roman Catholic 
priest. There one sees a picture dating from 
about 200 A.D. of a primitive Christian stand- 
ing behind a modest wooden table on which 
there is a round loaf. Our guide told us that 
he had investigated this matter in the Papal 
Archives which were opened to the Congress 
of Historians in the summer of 1955, and found 
that the picture was true to the early Christian 
worship until Bishop Felix of Rome decreed 
that henceforth the Eucharist be celebrated ex- 
clusively on the tombs of the martyrs. 


That is, in Rome the tombstone altars come 
from this decree of 272. 


Archaeologists are agreed that a simple wooden 
table was used in the Church of Dura-Europas 
which antedates the Victory of the Church, and 
historians posit the same light structure for 
the “altar” which Athanasius’ presbyter was ac- 
cused of overturning in 332. Dr. Walter Lowrie 
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concludes that in the early Church the Lord’s 
Supper was partaken at a table, the substitu- 
tion of an altar for a table came later, The 
Church and Its Organization in Primitive and 
Catholic Times, pp. 268,281-288. 


At the time of Constantine the modest house 
churches were replaced with magnificent build- 
ings built according to the plan of the imperial 
Basilicas. These state buildings had an apse 
at the front of the auditorium in which was 
the seat of the Judge and his associates and 
before which was an altar for libations to the 
pagan deities. The apse became the cathedral 
of the bishop with the presbyters on either 
side of him. 


The pagan altar plus the fact that Bishop 
Felix had ordered the substitution of tombstone 
altars for the Tables of the Lord brought the 
altar into the Christian Church. One finds 
such an old basilica in the house of the Caesars 
in Rome. This Church, dedicated to Mary, has 
the apse for the presbyters and a stone table 
or altar before it, behind which the presbyters 
stood as they administered the Lord’s Supper. 
The old custom of the minister of the Eucharist 
standing behind the Table or Altar is still 
found in St. Peters and in the other large 
churches in Rome and in cathedrals elsewhere, 
such as Chartres. In these great structures the 
high altar is in the transept and the minister 
officiating there faces the nave and the congre- 
gation as he celebrates the mass. 


In the liturgical revival now going on in 
the Anglican Church, this custom of facing the 
congregation is coming back, e.g., in the Ca- 
thedral of St. John, the Divine. 


In England the altars were taken out of the 
churches three times, namely, under Edward 
the sixth, under Elizabeth the first, and on 


petition of the Westminster Assembly of Divines. 


In the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands, 
the communicants in turn gather about a large 
table. In Switzerland, the ministers and several 
elders stand behind the Table and serve the 
communicants as they come in turn to stand 
before the Table. 


In the English Presbyterian Church the min- 
ister and elders sit around the Table and from 
it take the bread and the cup to the people 
in the pews. As the people of God gather 
about the Table of the Lord, either directly or 
through their chosen representatives, they are 
assured of a share in the bounty of their Father’s 
hand and the love of His heart. Through the 
sole mediation and the constant intercession of 
the Lord Jesus Christ they have direct access 
to God without any propitiatory sacrifice of 
a mass, offered on a tombstone altar by a priest 
who mediates in a chancel between altar and 


people. 
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Whether the gate to the chancel be open | 
or closed, whether the “priest” be officiating or | 
not, Christ has opened the way to the Father, | 
Let us come by that new and living way. | 
—W.C.R. 


The Christian and the Law 


On the campus of a state university with 16,000 | 
students there was one evening a meeting of evan- © 
gelical students. Over 100 attended. This was 
a good crowd, even though one might wonder about 
the other 15,900. Not only was it a good crowd 
in numbers, but they do a good work. In small 
groups they visit the fraternity houses and _ hold 
Bible classes and spiritual discussions. 


This particular evening, after the main meeting, 


- a smaller number adjourned to one of the houses 


to discuss what they had just heard on Christian 
morality. The topic of divine guidance quickly 
made its appearance. Several of the students as- 
serted that Christians are not under law but under 
grace; therefore the commands of the Old Testa- 
ment, and presumably those of the New Testament 
too, if there are any commands in the New Testa- 
ment, are quite useless for us. God guides us with 
his eye; he gives us special revelations as to what 
to do; we do not need to learn the law; in fact 
the law would endanger our salvation. 


Not many days after this student meeting a min- | 


ister addressed a group of ministers. He too said | 
that the law is useless. We live in the Spirit; the 
Spirit directs our lives; and the law is not needed 
even to tell us what the Spirit directs. | 


When the law is thus set aside, one may ask, | 


Does this mean now that we can steal, commit 
adultery and murder? QOh, No, they reply; it 
does not mean that. But if there is no law, no 
written revelation, no precise statement of what 
God requires and forbids, how can we be sure 
that stealing is wrong? ‘These people who re- 
pudiate the law do not mean to condone sin, but 
do not their words carry such an implication? 


Well, they may say, the Spirit tells me that | 
should not steal. I learn this by a personal reve- 
lation, not by reading the books of Moses. 


However, one may wonder whether this is a 
personal revelation or whether it is the result of 
a Christian up-bringing in the home. Have not 
their consciences been formed by Christian parents 
who taught them the law of God? Can we sup- 
pose that converts from paganism receive direct 
revelations concerning stealing, polygamy, ancestor 
worship, and even looking at their mother-in-law 
face to face? Or, indeed, can we suppose that 
Christians in this land know the mind of the Spirit | 
apart from the Bible? : 


Now, whatever these evangelical students may 
think, this is not what the Bible teaches. Not only 


does John in his first epistle insist on several com- f 
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is profitable for... 


mandments, but he says explicitly that sin is trans- 
gression of the law. That is to say, sin can be 
defined only in relation to the law. If there is 
no law, there is no sin. To know the difference 
between right and wrong, we must know the law 
of God. Does not Paul say (Rom. 7:7), “I had 
not known sin except through the law?” Or, more 
explicitly earlier (Rom. 3:21), “through the law 
is the knowledge of sin.” 


The misguided evangelical students may now 


+ answer that they do not wish to discard the Bible; 


they may even grudgingly admit some value of the 
law, though it has proved very difficult to gain 
this admission; but they will claim that in addition 
to the Bible, we must have further revelations day 
by day. Let us not subtract from the Bible; but 
by all means let us add to it constantly. If Isaiah 
had revelations, why cannot we? 


The immediately preceding remarks have not 
been invented. They are fair summaries of what 
the students said that evening. And they can be 
heard many times over in many groups. But how- 
ever sincerely these ideas may be held, there is 
one pertinent verse of Scripture that condemns 
them. “All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
instruction in righteousness 
that the man of God may be complete, furnished 
completely unto every good work.” The Scripture 
furnishes us completely to every good work. We 
need no further revelation. 

G.H.C. 


A Basket of Fruit 


The Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22.23) | 


The Fruit of the Spirit is 
Temperance (self-control) 


Temperance, or self-control, is a big subject. 
The only real self-control is Spirit-control; 
Christ-control; see Romans, chapter seven, last 
part. Only One Person Who can deliver from 
“the body of this death’ — Christ. 


Someone has said that every automobile has 
five wheels, and the most important is the 
steering wheel. Who is steering your life and 
mine? Is it self, or is it God? 


I. Control of our Feelings, our Emotions. 


Take Romance, for instance. Love between 
a man and woman is one of the most wonderful 
and beautiful and ennobling of emotions. Such 
love, uncontrolled, will turn life into hell. 


Take Love of Money. A root of all kinds 
of evil. If used in the right way it can bless 
the Home, the Church, the world. 


Or Love of Pleasure. It can lead down, or 
it can lead to the deepest of joy, both here 
and hereafter, when we enter into the “joy of 
our Lord.” 
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We need to have our Feelings controlled; 
they are God-given. 


II. Control of our Thoughts, our Minds. 


“Think on these things,” says Paul, and if 
we follow his list we do well. Thoughts are 
Basic; “As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” 


Communists try to “brain-wash” their victims. 
Here is the height of Satanic shrewdness. 


Suppose our brains are washed by the Spirit 
of God! Think of some men who have been 
thus inspired, with Spirit-controlled minds. Our 
Bible was written by such men, inspired in the 
highest degree. Others have been inspired in a 
different way and have gone out to be a blessing 
to the world. 


III. Control of our Wills. 


There are three kinds of wills: the weak 
will, unable to resist any temptation; the stub- 
born will, which makes men obstinate and re- 
bellious; the will that is yielded to God and 
controlled by Him; the Consecrated Will. 


IV. Control of our Words. 


The tongue is a fire. Is it set on fire from 
Heaven, or Hell? 


Our words today can be heard thousands of 
miles. Our age might be called, The Battle 


of the Tongues. The power of speech for good 


or evil is almost unlimited today. 


The tongues of the disciples were set on fire 
by the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Oh, that our 
tongues might be so filled with power! 


V. Control of our Acts. 


People say they want to “do as I please.” 
The Christian says, “I want to do what 
pleases God.” 


God is not mocked; if we sow to the flesh, 


we shall reap corruption; if we sow to the 
_ Spirit, we shall reap life everlasting. 


The Fruit of the Spirit is ‘Temperance, or 
Self-control. 


McGUFFEY’S READERS 
of 


After a long and costly search a complete set the original 

cGUFFEY’S READERS has finally been located, and reprints 
of these grand old readers Have now been completed. Each 
reader is custom made from the plates used in the 1879 edition 
. . . Same type and binding. You can now purchase exact copies 
of these famous readers at the following low : 


First Reader $2.26 Fourth Reader ..............$3.25 
Second Reader ..............$2.50 Fifth Reader $3.50 
Third Reader $2.76 Sixth Reader $3.75 


We pay postage on all orders! ! ! 
OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-128 Rowan, lowa 


Recemmend The Journal To Friends 
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Zentsuji, Kawaga Ken, Japan 
Shikoku Christian College 
29 November 1956 


The Editor 
Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Dear sir: 


Thank you very much for the article on uni- 
versalism in the issue of October 24, which we 
received a few days ago. Mr. Brown deals with 
a matter of importance in a clear manner. Mr. 
Wade C. Smith’s contributions are always helpful 
and inspiring. You would do well to give more 
space to such articles as these. 


To many of us, however, it seems that too often 
your efforts are wasted on a totally negative type 
of criticism. A very good example is the editorial 
by G.H.C. (Dr. Clark, we presume), in the same 
issue. Under the guise of exalting “‘Calvinism” the 
writer takes occasion to criticize the editors of 
The Hymnbook for an alleged “dilution of the 
gospel” by means of the version of ‘‘Beneath the 
Cross of Jesus’ which is used in that book. The 
writer points out that the original version of the 
second stanza ends: “‘And from my stricken heart 
with tears two wonders I confess: The wonders of 
redeeming love and my own worthlessness.” Ac- 
cording to your editorialist, Calvinism teaches 
man’s worthlessness, whereas the Hymnbook edi- 
tors have admitted an “‘Arminian”’ tendency at this 
point, thus giving place to human pride. 


We seriously question, however, that true Cal- 
vinism—at least that of Calvin himself—teaches 
the worthlessness of man. In his Institutes (seventh 


American edition, 1936, Vol. I page 208), the great 
reformer admits that the image of God in man 
has been corrupted and horribly deformed by sin, 
yet, he says, “‘we will allow that the Divine image 
was not utterly annihilated and effaced in him...”’ 
That man, even in his unredeemed state, is created 
by Almighty God and still retains some trace of 
the Divine image, is enough to convince most Cal- 
vinists that he is something more than worthless. 
Unworthy he undoubtedly is; that he is worthless 
few would dare to affirm. To go so far as to insist 
upon the worthlessness of redeemed man, and to 
do so on the grounds of “Calvinism,” is not only 
to misrepresent the reformer but also to offer 
a serious affront to the majesty of our Lord and 
Saviour, who said, ‘““You are of more value than 
many sparrows.’’ 


We have no sympathy for any tendencies which 
would exalt man over against God, but we believe 
that nothing but harm can ultimately come from 
debasing man beyond what is warranted in Scrip- 
ture. To confess oneself unworthy before God is 
something which any redeemed sinner can honestly 
and humbly do; to insist that he is worthless 
smacks of dishonest humility which masks pride 
behind an exaggerated self-abasement. 


Instead of being so consistently negative in your 


criticisms, why do you not from time to time adopt 
a more positive attitude? Why do you not take the 
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time and effort to commend those whom you have 
attacked when they do or say something worthy 
of commendation? Some time ago your paper 
advanced a very legitimate criticism against a 
phrase in the hymn by James Russell Lowell en- 
titled “Once in Every Man and Nation.”’ In the 
original version of the hymn, mention is made 
of “some great cause, God’s new Messiah/offering 
each the bloom or blight .. .” It is certainly 
proper to raise a voice in question of that phrase 


about the ‘‘new Messiah.’’ However, so far as [ — 


have been able to note, you have not called at- 
tention to the fact the The Hymnbook has altered 
that phrase to read ‘‘some new decision,”’ and has 
further omitted one stanza which spoke of Christ 
“toiling up new Calvaries.’”’ In these points The 
Hymnbook has made a real advance in an area 
where you have been critical, yet you have not 
seen fit to recognize the fact. 


Another case in point is the rather severe criti- 
cism you leveled against the editors of Christianity 
and Crisis for an article derogating Billy Graham. 


It turned out that the original article had been 


written by Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, but his co-editor, 
Dr. H. P. Van Deusen, took occasion to point out 
that it did not express his own views of Billy 
Graham and went so far as to offer his sympathies 
for the evangelist’s work and hope for success in 
his New York campaign. Notice of Dr. Van 
Deusen’s repudiation of the Niebuhr view was 
taken even in the secular press (TIME magazine, 
e.g.), but I have looked in vain for any recognition 
of it on your part. Dr. Van Deusen has, I seem 
to recall, been the object of critical remarks from 
you on several occasions in the past; why can you 
not be gracious enough to give him due recog- 
nition on this particular point? 


Such a lack of balance and charity on your part, 
together with such bitingly sarcastic articles as that 
of Dr. McMurray (‘“‘How Smart Can We Get?’”’— 
Oct. 17) can ultimately do nothing but harm to 
the very faith which you claim to defend. “The 
faith which was once for all delivered unto the 
saints” is our faith as well as yours. We should 
all be allies in its propagation as well as in its 
defense; but sometimes you make us wish you 
were not on “our side.” A little more grace, a 
little more charity, a little more sympathy in 
giving praise and credit where they are due, will 
make your part far more effective and less di- 
visive than it is often inclined to be. 


Very cordially yours, 
Arch B. Taylor, Jr. 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, December 30, Ephesians 2:1-10. We 


do not always realize how dependent we are 


upon God’s grace for our salvation. Notice how 
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helpless we were before we became Christians 
(vv.1-3). What do the phrases “dead in sin,” 
“sons of disobedience” and “children of wrath” 
indicate of our former relation to God? How 
has God manifested His grace toward us (vv.4-5, 
6,7-8) ? For what purpose in this life did God 
reveal His grace to us (v.10)? For what purpose 
in the next life (vv.6-7) ? Who is to receive all 
the glory and honor for our salvation (vv.7, 
10)? Why aren’t we saved by our own good 
deeds (v.9)? Does your life give glory to God 
through the grace that has been manifested 
in your | 


Monday, December 31, Ephesians 4:17-24. One 
of the most difficult things for the Christian 
to do is to die to the old life and live in the 
new (vv.22-24). The old life is the product 
of a mind that is in spiritual darkness (vv.17b, 
18a), a heart that is hard (v.18b) and a soul 
that is without the life of God (v.18). It is 
subject to every unclean and vile thought 
(vv.19,22). It is through Christ (vv.20-21) 
that we are enabled to put on the new nature 
(vv.23-24). This involves a willingness to turn 
from the old life (v.23). Are you willing to die 
to the old life and allow Christ to form a new 
life in you after the image of God? 


Tuesday, January 1, Ephesians 4:25; 5:4. List 
the sins mentioned in 4:25-5:4 that come from 
ill use of the tongue. How do these sins break 
the oneness of the church (4:25b)? Observe 
that each sin is to be put completely away 
(v.31), that no remnant of any of these sins 
is to be allowed in the Christian fellowship 
(4:27,29a;5:3-4) . 
that are to replace lying (4:25), anger (4:29), 
stealing (v.28), gossip (v.29), and other sins 
(4:31-32;5:4).. How do they contribute to the 
oneness of the church? What commandment 
of Jesus sums up all these positive admonitions? 
To have the Christian graces mentioned in 
this passage in your life, meditate upon Jesus 
and what He was like in these respects (5:2), 
and then ask Him to lead you in His footsteps. 


Wednesday, January 2, James 3:1-12. The 
tongue, though small, is a deadly and. powerful 
instrument (v.5). What comparisons are made 
in vv.3-5 as to the power of the tongue? Do 
you think these comparisons are accurate? 
Though man has tamed all of God’s creatures 
(v.7), he has not tamed his own tongue (v.8). 
How do vv.9-10 illustrate the uncontrollable 
nature of the tongue? An evil tongue is the 
result of an evil heart full of evil desires 
(vv.14-15). It is only as the wisdom from above 
fills the heart that the tongue can be tamed 
(v.17). This wisdom is the fruit of the Spirit 
(cf. v. 17 with Gal. 5:22-23). If you have 
trouble with an uncontrollable tongue, ask God 
in faith for the wisdom that is from above 


(1:5-6). 
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Notice the positive graces — 


Thursday, January 3, Job 1:13-22. Satan con- 
tracted with God to test Job’s faith through 
suffering (1:7-12; 2:3-6). List the calamities 
that came upon Job (1:13-19; 2:7-9). What 
was Job’s philosophy concerning these things 
(1:20-21; 2:10) ? Though prosperous, what place 
did Job’s wealth evidently have in his scale of 
values? If your physical world collapsed, would 
your relation with God hold you steadfast? Ob- 
serve that Job’s wife was spared by Satan to 
“encourage” him (2:9) and his “friends” were 
spared to exhort him to repent (2:11-31:40). 
Does your relation with God hold you firm 
when those who misunderstand and misrepre- 
sent your motives bear false witness against 
you? In what difficult circumstances have you 
found Christ’s presence sufficient to keep you 
steady? 

Friday, January 4, Ephesians 5:15-20; I Peter 
4:1-3. Take Paul’s command of v.15a literally 
for your life, and examine carefully your plans 
for the day. Do you look upon the hours that 
are before you as full of opportunity to do 
things for the Lord (v.16a)? Why does Paul 
say you must be careful to make the most of 
your time (v.16b)? Will you spend the day 
according to your own human plans, or will 
you seek to know God’s will for it (v.17)? Will 
your living be motivated by your own desires 
for physical pleasures, or will it be directed and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit (v.18)? What 
will you do specifically in the service of the cause 
of Christ (v.19a)? How much of your time 
do you think ought to be devoted to personal 
communion with God (vv.19b-20) ? at does 
I Peter 4:1-3 add to these thoughts on the serious- 
ness and singleness of purpose with which God 
would have you face the day? 


Saturday, January 5, Ephesians 5:21-6:4. In 
ancient times the wife was regarded as the 
property of her husband. Notice the beauty 
of the Christian husband-wife relationship as 
it is depicted in Christ’s relationship to the 
Church (vv.23-25,29). What was the purpose, 
as far as the Church was concerned, of Christ’s 
giving Himself for her (vv.26-27) ? How, then, 


_ is the Christian husband to treat his wife (vv.25, 


28-29,33) ? How intimately is the Church tied 
to Christ (vv.23-30)? How is the Church to 
regard Him who gave Himself for her (v.24)? 
What do you find in this picture of Christ and 
His Church to aid your home life? Do divine 
realities have a place in your home? 
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—Unto us a CHILD is born 
Unto us a SON is given— 


By Rev. Samuel McPh. Glasgow, D.D. 


Who is the Babe, upon the straw, in the 
stable, behind the inn in Bethlehem? 


Whose are those tiny ears that hear, but do 
not note, the echoes of the Angels’ song over 
the Judean hills that holy night? 


There was a hush upon those hills as the 
Heaven-born carol broke the silence of the cen- 
turies:— 


“Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.” 


Isaiah, with prophetic eye, sees the dim dis- 
tant glory and cries out:— 


“For unto us a child is born, 

unto us a Son is given: and 

the government shall be upon His shoulder: 

and His name shall be called Wonderful 
Counsellor, 

the mighty God, the everlasting Father, 

The Prince of Peace. ; 

Of the increase of His government and peace 

there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, 

and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 

establish it with judgment and with justice 

from henceforth even forever. The zeal of 

the LORD of hosts will perform this.” Is.9:6,7 


Heaven’s supreme gift to men, rests in a man- 
ger, in the city of David. The recurring gen- 
erations have cried; “Oh Lord how long?” And 
now, O what a “NOW”; He has come:-He is 
here: “‘a Child,—a Son”! No longer the slow, 
dragging, centuries test the faith of the faith- 
ful. The climaxing of the coming of the Christ 
has emerged in Bethlehem. 


What marvel then that a broken, tired, lost 
world again at Christmas turns its heart’s hope 
to the Babe born in Bethlehem centuries ago? 


Here is HIS MEMORIAL NAME, a pro- 
phetic, pen portrait of His character. ‘The 
picture fits into man’s life at four focal points 
of universal, critical need. 


WONDERFUL COUNSELOR --- Wisdom — 
HE KNOWS: for man’s ignorance, his misty 
shadows, unsolved problems, baffled mind, and 
his unanswered quests. 


MIGHTY GOD — Power — HE CAN: for 
man’s weakness, his conscious limitations, his 
impotence to secure and hold life’s greater 
values. 
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EVERLASTING FATHER — Love — HE 
CARES: for man’s inarticulate cry, his hidden 
heart-appeal, his yearning, homesick soul. 


PRINCE OF PEACE — Peace — HE WILL: 
for man’s restlessness, his life’s friction, its fail- 
ure and frustration. 


WONDERFUL COUNSELOR — WISDOM — 
HE KNOWS 


Life is marked and marred by a recurring 
sense of incompletion. Our vaunted knowledge 
is so limited and fragmentary and in constant 
change even about essentials. We find it silent 
on life’s supreme essential — GOD. Man, by 
searching, cannot find out God. Scholarship 
fails to unveil the Saviour men need. 


All that science can do is to find some of the 
facts that God has created and hidden away 
in His universe. The WONDERFUL COUN- 
SELOR tells us what they mean and what to 
do with them that they may really serve and 


_ bless us. He can properly arrange them accord- 


ing to their purpose, their value and their 
potentiality. How ignorant we are of our- 
selves, our origin, our present life, and our 
destiny! What confused and twisted ideas we 
have about sin and its tragedy, about God and 
His nature! The greater our circle of knowl- 
edge, the vaster the unknown beyond! But Jesus, 
the WONDERFUL COUNSELOR, knew God, 
His Father; He knew man and what was in man. 
He can speak a word of light and life to every 
generation, to every listening, humble, obedient 
spirit. 


To us a child of hope is born, 
To us a Son 1s given, : 
Him shall the tribes of earth obey, 
Him all the hosts of Heav’n. 


THE MIGHTY GOD — POWER — HE CAN 


All man’s efforts reach their limits so soon. 
We can do so little about so many things with 
which our lives are involved. Man dreams 
but he cannot execute, man feels but he can- 
not satisfv the soul’s deepest eagerness. There’s 
a sense of frustration after all human striving. 
Man finds that he cannot control the forces 
he has discovered and liberated. 


What strength and hope is spoken to our 
hearts when we see the Mighty God, the Cre- 
ator, sustaining and harmonizing as Sovereign 
the physical, mental and moral universe. “Unto 
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us a child is born, unto us a Son is given”: and 
this child, this Son, is The Mighty God, the 
LORD Jesus our Saviour. We see Him change 
the water into wine, touch the blind eyes into 
sight, cleanse the hopeless, helpless leper; give 
the widow’s son back to her broken heart, from 
death to life; the Mighty God is He. 


As He stands in the shadow of the cross we 
hear Him saying “I have power to lay my life 
down and I have power to take it again”: and 
on the third day - His resurrection! And ere 
He ascends to the Father He commissions His 
church of the ages, saying—‘‘All Power is given 
unto Me in heaven and in earth. Go ye there- 
fore——_" 


When David Livingstone would turn _ his 
face again to the heart of Africa, standing be- 
fore a devoted audience in the homeland, deaf 
to all remonstrances and pleas, he said, “I go 
back to Africa again depending upon the word 
of a Christian gentleman: ‘Lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world!’” 


What a quiet, lifting peace the Mighty God 
speaks to the pilgrim as He walks at his side. 


THE EVERLASTING FATHER - LOVE 
HE CARES | 


Wisdom and power alone can create a despot 
and build a brutal giant. Ah, how our heart 
rests in thanksgiving and lays hold of hope 
when we know HE CARES. Everlasting Father, 
always Father to his believing children. Having 
loved His own and brought them into His 
Family, they are there in His Everlasting keep- 
ing. How we thank and praise God for. our 
compassionate Jesus. 


He came as a babe, as a boy, as a man, as a 
teacher, as a healer, as the Lamb of God bearing 
the sin of the world: that we might see God 
and know Him. “He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father,” said Jesus. Wisdom and 
power, revealed, released, and controlled by 
Love. Here glows the Grace of God, His gentle- 
ness, His heart-beat exposed; that we may have 
hope, and peace, bedded upon a rock. 


The broken bells in the soul are mended, they 
ring again; glad confidence and victory sound 
forth, because men: know that He Cares, that 
He that is Wisdom and Power is also LOVE; 
the EVERLASTING FATHER; Always, For- 
ever FATHER. 


His name shall be The Prince of Peace, 
Forevermore adored, 

The Wonderful, the Counselor 

The great and mighty Lord. 


PRINCE OF PEACE—PEACE—HE WILL 


There is a universal absence of peace, unless 
the Bethlehem Babe, the Lord Jesus, reigns in the 
heart. . Feverish friction and frustration mock 
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poor human efforts to find peace. This old 
world is out of joint, tension is the tyrant today. 
All the oiling of the ages has failed to make 
it run smoothly. It jolts and creaks and groans 
its weary way through the centuries. 


One of the finest testimonies that a Christian 
can give today is his serenity, exposing the fact 
that the peace of God which passeth understand- 
ing is keeping his heart and mind through 
Christ Jesus, who was born in a Manger while 
the angels sang. 


We should be Christians of the conscious fel- 
lowship as we catch and keep step with the 
PRINCE who is at our side. 


Our Lord Christ completely fulfills “The 
Name” Saying “I Know, I Can, I Care,” then 
fronting the cross He cries - “I Will.” 


And, what underscores and underwrites our 
confidence that all this shall come to pass? What 
signature did the old prophet find for so glorious 
a promise as this? How can we be sure? “THE 
ZEAL OF THE LORD OF HOSTS WILL 


PERFORM THIS.” 


And I heard as it were the voice of a 
great multitude, 

And as the voice of many waters, 

And as the voice of mighty thunderings, 

Saying 

ALLELUIA: FOR THE LORD GOD 
OMNIPOTENT REIGNETH. 


BAPTISM BY SPRINKLING (20 Pages) 
and 
BAPTISM OF INFANTS (20 Pages) 


By Ben L. Rose, D.D. 
Professor Union Theological Seminary 
Richmond, Va. 


10c per single copy; $1.00 per dozen copies 
or $5.00 per hundred copies postpaid. 
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THE INSPIRATION OF 
THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 
By L. Gaussen — $3.00 


This book (also known as Theopneustia) has 
long been considered one of the best on verbal 
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God's Unspeakable Gift 


_ By Rev. J. Russell Woods, Th.M. 


“Thanks be unto God, for His unspeakable Gift.” 
—2 Cor. 9:15. 


Christmas is the time for giving and receiving 
gifts, because this season of the year commem- 
orates the Gift of God’s Son at Christmas. 


Paul spoke of the Gift in our text. 


The Gift that was precious and valuable, 
because of the Gift itself: God’s Son, Jesus 
Christ, Who had been the Lord of Glory from 
all eternity; Who was born as a baby in Beth- 
lehem; Who came to be the Saviour of the 
world. A gift, of course, is free, and all we need 
to do is to believe to receive the Gift of God. 


And, yet, so many people think they must 
pay for Salvation, they must do things, they 
must be a certain kind of people to receive 
God’s Gift. And some gifts are so valuable we 
can use and enjoy them for years. Along with 
God’s Gift, we receive the blessings of salvation: 
the forgiveness of sins and joy and peace; we 
receive Eternal Life: the Life that begins now, 
the Christian Life, and the Life that, in Christ 
will never end; we become the Children of God 
and the Friends of Jesus. 


The Gift was “gift-wrapped,” with the beauti- 
ful Christmas stories: There were Angels, who 
delivered God’s Message, of a Saviour born, 
and who sang the first Christmas Carol; there 
was “the Glory of the Lord that shone round 
about them”; there were shepherds who came 
to Bethlehem, found the Babe, told of the Child, 
and returned glorifying God”; there was a Star 
in the Western sky; and there were Wise Men, 
who followed the Star, who worship the 
young Child, and presented their gifts: gold 
and frankincense and myrrh.” 


Our gifts at Christmas-time are gift-wrapped, 
and we enjoy the bright paper, the ribbons and 
the decorations; but we open them that we 
may also enjoy the gifts. Too often we linger 
with the “wrappings” of God’s Gift and fail 
to find God’s Son as our Saviour and Lord. 


And Paul called it an “Unspeakable Gift.” 


With us today, “unspeakable” means some- 
thing that is bad, that ought not to be men- 
tioned. But Paul was referring to the Gift of 
God’s Son, his Saviour and Lord, it must have 
a good meaning, and it is used here the only 
time in the whole Bible. “Unspeakable” be- 
cause we cannot tell all about it, so important 
that words fail us. We cannot say too much 
about it, we cannot speak of it too often. We 
cannot understand nor fully explain it, but we 
can receive and enjoy the Gift. Many of us 
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do not understand all about a gasoline engine, 
but we drive and enjoy our cars; we do not 
understand all about electricity, but we use and 
enjoy electrical appliances. 


Paul also spoke of the Giver in our text: 


“HIS unspeakable Gift,” it was from God, 
it was God’s Gift. 


God is the Lord of Heaven and earth, Who 
possesses all things, He is perfectly able to give 
“good gifts.” His “Checks” are good for any 
amount. God is our Father in heaven, and so 
is willing to give. He knows what things we 
have need of; and Jesus said “If ye en evil 
know how to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more will your Heavenly Father give 
good things to them that ask Him.” 


God has given the greatest Gift of all, His 
Son, His Only Son. It shows that God really 
does love us, and, in Romans, Paul referred 


to it as the guarantee of other blessings to fol- 


low, “He that spared not His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He 
not also with Him, freely give us all things?” 
If God started off with the Greatest Gift of all, 
surely He would give other gifts we might need. 
Then Paul spoke of our response to God’s Gift. 


“Thanks be unto God,” there will be appre- 
ciation and gratitude in our hearts for the gift 
and for His “thought” of us; and there will be 
the expression of our appreciation in the words 
that we speak to Him, and in the lives we live. 


Before the expression of thanks, we have 
usually received a gift. We have already received 
the Lord Jesus as our Saviour and Lord. We 
have already received this gift from God and 
so we say “Thank You” to God. 


After we say “Thank you,” we use the gift 
and say, “We will think of you as we enjoy 
it.” We will use God’s Gift and we will think 
of Him as we enjoy it. We will love God and 
His Son; we will follow Him and have fellow- 
ship with Him; we will live with Him and for 


' Him, as we witness of Him to all men. 


And we will offer gifts to Him: gifts of our 
love and heart’s adoration; the service and loyal- 


ty of our lives; gifts of money for the service 


of His Church; and gifts to others in His Name, 
for Jesus said, “Inasmuch as ye did it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren, ye did 
it unto Me.” 


A young missionary landed in Shanghai, 
China, where she was met and welcomed by 
an older missionary, a friend of the family. She 

(Continued to bottom of page 13) 
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The Ladder From Heaven 


By The Rev. M. A. Hopkins, D.D. 


Gen. 28:10-22; John 1:43-51; Isa. 9:6. 
A man named Jacob had a dream, “and, 
behold, a ladder set up on the earth, and 


the top of it reached to heaven; and behold, 


the angels of God ascending and descending 
on it. And, behold, Jehovah stood above it.” 


This was no ordinary dream, but one in- 
spired by the Spirit of God, and in which the 
Eternal God revealed Himself to Jacob. The 
ladder with the angels ascending and descending 
on it symbolized communion between God and 
man, intercourse between heaven and earth. For 
one end of the ladder rested on the earth, and 
the top reached to heaven. At the bottom was 
the man Jacob; at the top was the Lord God 
Himself. Between the two were the. ascend- 
ing and descending angels, carrying up man’s 
desires to God and bringing down God’s bless- 
ings to man. The ascending is put first, because 
while Jacob was unaware of their presence the 
angels of God had already descended and were 


by his side. For he said, “Surely Jehovah is 
in this place and I knew it not.” Before he. 


was aware of it the angels were there, and when 
he beheld them they were first ascending, and 
then descending. What a comfort to know that 
even when we are not aware of His presence, 
God is with us? © 

Jacob’s dream was not only an inspired dream, 
but it was prophetic of the far distant future. 
For some eighteen hundred years later a man 
named Jesus said: “Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, ye shall see the heaven opened, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of man.” 

From the order of the words “ascending and 


descending” it is very evident that Jesus was © 


referring to Jacob’s dream and the ladder he 
saw. The ladder that — dreamed of, and 
all that it symbolized of communion with God 
was fully realized in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Jesus Himself is the LADDER set up on the 
earth, the top of which reaches to heaven, and 
on Him the angels of God are ascending and 
descending. He is the sole and perfect medium 
of communication between God and man. “For 
there is one God, and one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, I Tim. 2:5. 


Now ladders are built to reach heights that 


could not be reached without them. They are 


sometimes disappointing when they are set up 
and it is found that they do not reach far 
enough. Or they may be worse than disap- 
pointing if they break down under the load 
put upon them. 3 

A ladder that is not long enough, or that 
is not strong enough, or that has broken rungs, 


DECEMBER 19, 1956 


is worse than useless. Such are all man’s efforts 
to reach God — all man-made religions. Men 
have set up ladders on the earth, but the tops 
of them do not reach heaven. They are not 
long enough. They are not strong enough. 
They have many broken rungs in them. 


But God has let down a LADDER from 
heaven. It is long enough to reach all the way 
down to earth, to the lowest depths of sin and 
misery into which men have sunken. It is strong 
enough to bear all the weight that men can 
put upon it. It will never break down. ‘There 
are no broken rungs in this ladder. A ladder 
is a simple homely affair, but it is absolutely 
indispensable if one wants to climb out of a 
hole. 


In the carpenter shop at Nazareth there were 
doubtless ladders. Jesus Himself had used them, 
and probably had made them. He knew what 
they were for; and it is significant that the 
Son of God and Saviour of men, likened Him- 
self to a ladder: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
ye shall see heaven opened, and the angels of 
God ascending and descending upon the Son 
of man.” 


The prophet Isaiah prophesied: “Unto us 
a child is born, unto us a son is given.” The 
angels announced to the shepherds: “There 
is born to you this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” Unto us a 
child was born in His humanity, and unto us 
a Son was given in His deity. The ladder that 
Jacob saw has truly been set up on the earth 
in the person of the Son of man, resting on 
the earth in His humanity, and reaching to 
heaven in His deity. “And no man hath as- 
cended into heaven, but he that descended out 
of heaven, even the Son of man, who is in 
heaven,” John 3:13. He is the only LADDER 
without broken rungs, and which, unlike all 
human ladders, does not come short of heaven’s 
gate, nor break déwn under the weight imposed 
upon it. 


“No one knoweth the Son save the Father; 
neither doth any know the Father save the Son, 


and he to whomsoever the Son willeth to 


reveal Him,” Matt. 11:27. “I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto 
the Father, but by me,” John 14:6. 


The great German commentator Delitzsch 
has the following illuminating comment: “The 
Old Testament in relation to the New Testa- 
ment is night. In this night. there rise in 
opposite directions two stars of promise. The 
one describes its path from above downwards; 
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it is Jehovah who is about to come. The other 
describes its path from below upwards; it is 
the hope which rests on the seed of David, the 
prophecy of the Son of David, uttered at first 
in tones wholly human, and only earthly. These 
two stars meet at last. They mingle so as to 
form but one. The night vanishes, and it is 
day. This one star is Jesus Christ, Jehovah 
and David’s Son in One Person, the King of 
Israel, and at the same time the Redeemer of 
the world; in a word, the God-man; blessed 
be He!” 


To return ,to the figure of the ladder, our — 


LADDER is composed of two parts, the human 
nature and the divine nature of Christ, “who 
was born of the seed of David according to 
the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from 
the dead,” Rom. 1:3-4. “The only Redeemer 
of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
being the eternal Son of God, became man, and 
so was and continueth to be, God and man 
in two distinct natures and one person forever.” 
There are many strong and unbreakable rungs 
in our wonderful LADDER, some of which are 
as follows: 


Rung I. The virgin birth. 
It was by means of the virgin birth that 


this LADDER came down to earth. “The Son 


of God became man by taking unto himself 
a true body and a reasonable soul, being con- 
ceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of 
the virgin Mary, and born of her, yet without 
sin.” 

Without a true human nature our LADDER 
could not reach down to earth where we sinful 
men live, and struggle, and die. God promised 
to Adam and Eve that the ‘Seed of the woman” 
should overcome the serpent. This promise was 
fulfilled literally in the virgin birth of our 
Lord, who was born without a human father. 


This great event was prophesied by Isaiah: 


_ “Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 


and thou shalt call his name Immanuel,” Isa. 
7:14. And Micah prophesied of this event: “But 
thou, Bethlehem Ephrathah, which are little 
to be among the thousands of Judah, out of 


thee shall One come forth unto me that is to 


be a ruler in Israel; whose goings forth are 
from of old, from everlasting. Therefore will 
he give them up, until the time when she who 
travaileth hath brought forth. Then the residue 
of his brethren shall return unto the children 
of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his 
flock in the strength of Jehovah; in the majesty 
of Jehovah his God, and they shall abide; for 
now shall He be great unto the ends of the 
earth. And this Man shall be our peace,”’ Micah 
5:2-5. “And Mary said unto the angel, How 
shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And 
the angel answered and said unto her, The 
Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Most High shall overshadow 
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thee; wherefore also the holy thing which is 
begotten shall be called the Son of God,” Luke 
1:34,35. 


Rung II. His holy life. 


The virgin birth of Christ was the basis of 
His sinless life. The heathen myths contain 
stories of virgin births, but in none of them 
is virgin birth made the basis of a holy and 
sinless life. Herein the Bible record of Christ’s 
virgin birth is utterly unique and different. A 
sinless life in a sinful world is as great a moral 
miracle as a virgin birth is in the physical 
world. And our Lord claimed to be holy and 
sinless. To the Jews He threw down this chal- 
lenge, “Which of you convicteth me of sin?” 
John 8:46. “The prince of this world cometh; 
and hath nothing in me,” John 14:30. Pilate 
went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto 
them, I find no crime in him,” John 18:38. The 
Apostle John who knew Him most intimately 
said, “And ye know that He was manifested 
to take away sins; and in Him was no sin,” 
I John 2:3-5. ”For such a high priest became 
us, holy, guileless, undefiled, separate from sin- 
ners, and made higher than the heavens,” Heb. 
7:25. 

Rung III. His wonderful teachings. 


At the end of the Sermon on the Mount 
we have this record: “And it came to pass, 
that when Jesus had finished these words, the 


¥ 
4 


multitudes were astonished at His teaching: for | 


He taught them as one having authority, and 
not as their scribes, Matt. 7:28,29. ‘Those who 
went to arrest Jesus, when asked why they did 
not bring Him, answered, “Never man so spake,” 
John 7:46. Even when a lad of only twelve 
years He astounded the learned men in the 
temple, who “were amazed at His understand- 
ing and His answers,” Luke 2:47. Of His own 
words He said, “The words that I have spoken 


‘unto you are spirit and are life,’’ John 6:63. 


All fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah who said 


that He would be called ‘‘Wonderful Counsel- 


lor,” Isa. 9:6. 
Rung IV. His miracles. 


On the day of Pentecost Peter said, “Ye men 
of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, 
a man approved of God unto you by mighty 
works and wonders and signs which God did 
by Him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves 
know,” Acts 2:22. ‘The purpose of these miracles 
was twofold: (1) To convince the people that 
He was the Son of God. “The works which 
the Father hath given me to accomplish, the 
very works that I do, bear witness of me that 
the Father hath sent me, agg 5:36. “Believe 
me that I am in the Father and the Father 
in me: or else believe me for the very works’ 
sake,” John 14:11. (2) The second purpose 
of the miracles was to convince people that He 
had authority to forgive sin. After healing 
the paralytic, He said: ‘Which is easier, to 
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say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins are for- 
iven: or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed 
and walk? But that ye may know that the Son 
of man hath authority on earth to forgive 
sins, I say unto thee, Arise, take up they bed, 
and go into thy house,’”’ Mark 2:9-11. 

Rung V. His death in our stead. 


“The Son of man came also not to be min- 
istered unto, but to minister, and give His life 
a ransom for many,” Mark 10:45. Just before 
the crucifixion Jesus said: “And I, if I be lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
myself,” John 12:32. Isaiah had long before 
prophesied of the Servant of Jehovah that “He 
was wounded for our transgressions, He was 
bruised for our iniquities, and the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon Him; and with 
His stripes we are healed,” Isa. 53; 5, 6. Our 
Lord said: “I am the 
Shepherd layeth down His life for the sheep,” 
John 10:11. See also John 15:13 and Gal. 2:20. 


Rung VI. His bodily resurrection. 


Before His crucifixion Jesus foretold His 
death in no uncertain words. In the beginning 


of His ministry He did use rather cryptic lan- 


guage when He said, “Destroy this temple and 
in three days I will raise it up,” John 2:19-21. 
But as the time approached for His crucifixion 
and the disciples were better prepared for it, 
He told them plainly of His death and resur- 
rection. See such passages at Matt. 20:17-19. 

If He had not risen from the dead in bodily 
form He could not have commanded the faith 
of His followers. It was to them the final proof 
of His claim to be the Son of God and to have 
the authority to forgive sin. “He was declared 
to be the Son of God with power by the resur- 
rection from the dead,” Rom. 1:4. See also 
I Cor. 15:14,17; Acts 2:32; Rom. 4:25. 


Rung VII. His ascension to God’s right hand. 


“And He led them out till they were over 
against Bethany; and He lifted up His hands 
and blessed them. And it came to pass, that 
while He blessed them, He parted from them, 
and was carried up into heaven. And they wor- 
shipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with 
great joy.” Luke 24:50-52. See Acts 1:9. 


Rung VIII. His continual intercession at 
God’s right hand. 


“And if any man sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous,” 
I John 2:1. See also Rom. 8:33,34; Heb.7:25. 


Rung IX. His return in glory. 

The personal, bodily, visible return of our 
Lord in power and glory is an essential part 
of our most holy faith. What began so quietly 
at the Incarnation in Bethlehem’s manger will 
reach its triumphant climax “at the revelation 
of the Lord Jesus from heaven with the angels 
of His power in flaming fire,” II. Thes. 1:7. We 
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good Shepherd; the good 


_are “Looking for the blessed hope and ap-— 


pearing of our great God and Saviour Jesus 
Christ,” Titus 2:13. See also Acts 1:11; Heb. 
9:24-27. 


Such is God’s wonderful LADDER, let down 
out of heaven for us sinful men, so that we 
can climb on it out of the miry pit of sin and 
wickedness and woes in which we live, Psalm 
40:1-3. Let us lay hold of it by faith. It is a 
perfect LADDER, reaching all the way to 
heaven to the throne of God. It cannot be 
improved on. All the rungs are absolutely 
necessary from the first to the last. Some would 
omit one or the other, but what is left is a 


_ poor broken thing that will not avail for the 


salvation of sinful men. Let us take the LAD- 
DER just as God has given it to us. “I am 
the WAY, and the TRUTH, and the LIFE. No 
man cometh unto the Father but by ME.” 
Christ is 

_ “The only LADDER that faith will trust. 


Faith wants no earthly stepping-stones, 
Nor ladders men devise, 

The only LADDER faith will trust 
Was lowered from the skies. 


This LADDER Jacob first beheld 
In that eventful night 

When angels hovered round his bed, 
And God spoke from the height. 


Christ is the LADDER long enough 
To bridge the awful span 

Between earth and Paradise, 
Once lost by sinful man. 


Christ is the LADDER strong enough 
All contrite souls to bear 

Up to the height of Gloryland, 
And lead them safely there.” 


—W. M. Czamanske. 


GOD’S UNSPEAKABLE GIFT 
(Continued from page 10) 


will never forget the kindness and a remark 
of the older missionary, for when she expressed 
her appreciation and asked, How can I ever 
thank you enough? Her friend replied, “Do 
the same for someone else.” 


We say to God, We certainly appreciate your 
Gift, how can we ever thank you enough? And 
God replies, “Do the same for someone else, 
freely ye have received, freely give.” 


Sometimes Christmas packages are unclaimed 
in the Post Office. And some people do not 
receive their gifts. Have you claimed and re- 
ceived your Gift from God? Because we have 
received God’s Gift, we will appreciate the Gift, 
and we will use and enjoy it; we will love the 
Giver; we will tell others of the Lord Jesus; 
and, with Paul, we will say, 


“Thanks be unto God, for His unspeakable Gift’ 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 30 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The New Heavens And The New Earth 


Background Scripture: Revelation 21 
Devotional Reading: Revelation: 7:9-17 


There are no chapters in the Bible which surpass these last two in beauty. 


‘They give us a 


picture, in symbols, and types, of the Eternal Home of God’s people, and form a most fitting 


climax and consummation to the Plan of Salvation, 
There are three very simple, but very meaningful symbols used: (1) The Holy 
City, (2) The River of Life, (3) The Tree of Life. 


which we live. 


but we should finish the fascinating story by 
reading and meditating upon chapter 22. Where 
could we find more expressive symbols than a 
through the Bible to picture spiritual things. 


The New Heavens and the New Earth are 
described as the Holy City, New Jerusalem. One 
of the first things which men undertook, after 
the Flood, was to build a city. They said, Go to, 
let us build us a city and a tower. Men have 
been city-builders ever since, and the history of 
the world is centered around many of these 
cities. 


Dr. F. W. Boreham, in his book, The Drums 
of Dawn, has one chapter on the Tower of 
Babel. Let me quote some of his concluding 
words: “The Tower of Babel, therefore, was 
a Tower of Blunders. Every brick was a blun- 
der. These early builders were wrong in their 
motive, wrong in their method, wrong in their 


materials — wrong in everything.” “Their 
motive was wrong,” he says earlier. What was 
their motive? “To make us a name.” ‘Their 


method was wrong: their method was like 
the Battle of the Waters, a battle between the 
geyser and the cloud. The best things do not 
spring up, like the geyser, only to fall back 
again on the earth; they come down. The “bread 
from heaven,” of which Jesus spoke, comes 
down; is rained down. The divine fire, which 
Elijah witnessed on Carmel, came down from 
heaven. The New Jerusalem, the Holy City, 
comes down from heaven. Then, their materials 
were wrong. They had brick for stone. and 
slime for mortar. You cannot build a road to 
heaven with bricks and slime. Benjamin Frank- 
lin tried it; Martin Luther tried it before he 
discovered that “the just shall live by faith.” 
(Most of this quoted from Boreham.) 


The history of the cities of the world dis- 
closes the same earthly pattern for them that 
the men tried in Genesis eleven. They speak 
of the vanity and egotism of “earth-dwellers.”’ 
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the Plan which God has for this world in 


Our lesson takes up only the first of these 


They are built up from a foundation of sand; 
they are constructed of earthy materials. Abra- 
ham, in contrast to these, was seeking a city 


that hath foundations, whose builder and maker _ 


is God. 


Since we recently studied the passage selected 
for our Devotional Readings, I wish to limit 


our study to this most beautiful chapter (chap. 
21) Remember that this is a symbolic picture. 


But also remember that the spiritual realities 
so symbolized are far more precious than the 
svmbols, however lovely they are. 


I. The Holy City Comes Down From God Out 
of Heaven: 1:3. 


We talk a great deal these days about “build- 
ing up” the kingdom of God, and there is a 


sense in which we do build it up, but I cannot 


help but feel that some of the mistakes we have 
made are similar to those made so long ago by 
the builders of Babel. What is our motive, for 
instance, when we spend a million dollars for 
a new church? Is it to make us a name? to 
have the biggest church in our city? In our 
methods, do we not sometimes use the “geyser 
method” rather than the “cloud method.” After 
Moses built the Tabernacle, and Solomon the 
Temple, it was only when “The glory of the 
Lord filled the house of the Lord,” that they 
became real dwelling places for God. The real 
glory of a church must come down from heaven. 
Do we ever try to build up the kingdom of 
God out of “bricks and slime’’? 


Let us see clearly that the Holy City that 
John saw “came down from heaven.” 


II. The Holy City has no Ugly Spots or 
Blemishes: 4-8. 
]. What are these ‘“‘ugly spots”? 


Every earthly city has been marred and scasred 
by SIN. Indeed, the word “City” and the word 
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“Sin” are almost synonymous. Whoever heard 


of a city — an earthly city — without sin? Even’ 


Jerusalem, sometimes called a holy city, was 
full of wickedness and was destroyed because 
of sin. Think of the notoriously wicked cities 
like Sodom, Gomorrah, Nineveh, Babylon, 
Rome, our modern cities. Our own capital, 
Washington, is a beautiful city, but it is a city 
full of sin. Along with our great public build- 
ings we have our slums, our brothels, our gam- 
bling dens, our saloons. It is known as “the 
wettest city in the United States.” Sin, fol- 
lowed by sorrow and pain and death, are in 
every city. 


2. None of these “ugly spots” in the Holy City. 


There will be no sin there, nothing that 
defiles. This, in itself, guarantees what follows: 
no tears, no sorrow, no pain, no death. The 
former things are passed away; all is new. Then 
there follows a glorious promise; Write, these 
words are true and faithful. In one of Scott’s 
novels someone says, These are “bonny” words, 
but Who spoke them? These words, “Behold, 
I make all things new,” are indeed “bonny” 
words. Who spoke them? The King, the One 
sitting upon the throne. 


Ill. The Holy City Is Perfect; Light, Safe, 
Beautiful, Spacious: 9-21. 


When Paul was caught up to the “third 
heaven,” he heard unspeakable words which it 
is not lawful for a man to utter. (See II Corin- 

thians 12:1-4). He no doubt saw things which 
no one could describe. When Isaiah (chapter 
6) had his vision in the Temple he tried to 
describe it for us. When John saw the Holy 
City he saw a city which he could only de- 
scribe by the most beautiful things, and the 
most precious things which we have on earth; 
gold and precious stones. We know that these 
stand for spiritual realities far more valuable, 
and we may say, far more usable, than any 
amount of jewelry or worldly wealth. 


We get a “key” in the very first chapter of 
Revelation, which helps us unlock the mys- 
teries of this Book. The “mystery” of the seven 
stars and the seven golden candlesticks is ex- 
plained, and we are told what these really are: 
The seven stars are the angels of the seven 
churches, and the seven golden candlesticks are 
the seven churches. In this chapter we are 
studying we get another “key.” In verse eleven 
we read, “And her light was like a stone most 
precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as 
crystal.” In verse 23 we are told, “And the 
Lamb is the light thereof.” It is clear that 
the “jasper stone” is the Lamb, none other 
than Christ. Now if we apply this “key,” this 
principle of interpretation, we will find that 
the Holy City becomes a City so marvelous that 
truly, “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, what glori- 
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ous things He hath prepared for those that love 
Him.” He reveals them to us through His Spirit, 
and this is what John is doing here. In Proverbs 
we are told that Wisdom is far better than silver 
and gold and precious stones. So, the realities 
of heaven are far better than these symbols, 
however wonderful they are. What is it that 
makes a city beautiful? Is it not beautiful peo- 
ple whose hearts are filled with Purity and Peace 
and Love? Just as the Lamb, the Saviour, is 
far better than a jasper stone, so are these 
spiritual realities far better than gold and 
precious stones. We shall be “like Him,” and 
He is the brighest Jewel of heaven. 


The City “had a wall great and high.” This 
may represent our Safety. No Eastern city was 
considered safe unless it had a “wall”; a wall 
that excludes all its foes, and includes all who 
have a right to be there. In the Holy City we 
shall be safe from all that could harm us. 


The City “‘had twelve gates.” Like the “cities 
of refuge” in the Old Testament, this city had 
its “gates.” It can be entered from every direc- 
tion. Jesus said that they should come from 
the East and West and North and South. 


The City “lieth foursquare.” It is a perfect 
cube. There is plenty of room; there are “many 
mansions.” 


It has a beautiful Foundation. Abraham was 
seeking a city that had foundations; this is the 
City. Its foundation is as precious as the char- 
acter and promises of God. 


No Temple is needed, for God is now dwell- 
ing with His people. No need for sun or moon, 
for the glory of God enlightens it, and the Lamb 
is the light thereof. 


Such a Place; such a Home; such a City, the 
Saviour has gone to prepare for us! Will it be 
this earth of ours, purified by fire, filled with 
righteousness; all the “ugly spots” removed? 
Will the final Home of God’s people be a New 
Heaven and a New Earth? The meek shall 
inherit the earth and shall delight themselves 
in the abundance of peace. Of one thing we 
are sure, wherever that Place, that Home, that 
City is, it will be what John is trying to describe 
for us in these beautiful and precious symbols. 
No wonder that the hearts of the Pilgrims were 
“ravished” as they talked together by the way. 
Read and study chapter 22. 


Tithe 
It’s not what I’d do with a million 
If riches e’er be my lot, 


It’s what I’m doing at present 
With the dollar and a quarter I’ve got! 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 30 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Watch Night 


Scripture: Matthew 24:42-51 


Suggested Hymns: 
“Who Is On The Lord’s Side?” 
“Take Time To Be Holy” 
“A Charge To Keep I Have” 
“Take My Life And Let It Be Consecrated”’ 


(This program can be used for the regular 
Sunday program for the young people, or it 
can be adapted for use as a Watch Night pro- 
gram on New Year’s Eve. If you do plan to 
use this material for a real Watch Night service, 
you will need to do some careful planning to 
make sure that your program will be concluded 
just at the midnight hour. Discussion periods 
and hymn singings are flexible, so you can use 


them and adjust your timing. It is most ap-— 


propriate and effective to be actually in prayer 
when the midnight hour strikes.) 


Program Leader: 


The term “Watch Night” is usually associated 
with the coming of a new year. The idea, of 
course, is that people come together in a Chris- 
tian service of worship and see the New Year 
in with prayer and praise to God. This is a 
very worthy kind of watching . this watch- 
ing for the New Year but as Christians, 
there are other things for which we should be 
watching all through the year. While we are 
thinking about seeing in this year of 1957, let 
us give thought to some of the matters which 
deserve our earnest consideration on each of 
this year’s 365 days. 


First Speaker: 


On the ships of the Navy watches are posted 
to protect the ships and their crews from harm 
and to warn when the enemy approaches. Chris- 
tians have a spiritual enemy who is ever on the 
lookout for ways to lead them astray and to 
cause them harm. On the night of His agony 
in the garden Jesus charged His disciples, 


“Watch and pray, that ye enter not into tempta- — 


tion.” The Scriptures warn us that Satan is a 
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wily foe and that we should take every precau- 
tion to arm ourselves against him. In Ephesians 
6:10-18 we find a description of the spiritual 
armor which is available for our warfare against 
the Devil. (Read these verses.) The armor will 
not be worth very much unless we are able to 
recognize our enemy when he comes to attack 
us. If we would ward off his temptations, we 
must ask God for wisdom and strength, and 
we must be willing to watch faithfully. The 
new year should be a year of watching for the 
Devil and for his temptations. (Discuss with 
the young people how to watch for and avoid 
temptations.) 


Second Speaker: 


Every newspaper, every magazine, and every 
publishing company has its proof readers. ‘These 
proof readers are trained to observe very care- 
fully, and it is their responsibility to find all 
the errors and mistakes in the written material 
before it goes to the presses to be printed in 
its final form. They are watchers for errors. 
We who are Christians need to be watching 
for spiritual error. The Bible warns us about 
believing everything we see and hear. Jesus said, 
“Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many 
shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; 
and the time draweth near: go ye not therefore 
after them.” 


In I Corinthians 16:13 we read, ‘Watch ye, 
stand fast in the faith.”” This does not mean 
that we are to be suspicious of everything and 
everyone, but that our knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures should increase so that we may measure 
what we read and hear by the standard of God’s 
revealed truth. (Ask for suggestions of ways in 
which young people can be on watch for spiritual 
error.) 


Third Speaker: 


In order to be a good quarterback on a foot- 
ball team a young man must be able to see 
opportunities for gaining yardage. A quarter- 
back, among other things, is a watcher for op- 
portunities. Christians ought to be watching 
for spiritual opportunities constantly. Before 
there can be any worthwhile service rendered 
to the Lord, the opportunities for service must 
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be seen and seized. (Read Matthew 25:1-30.) 
A truly successful Christian is one who takes 
seriously the responsibility of watching for op- 
portunities. (Make a list of opportunities which 
young people normally have for serving the 
Lord. Ask for suggestions from your group.) 


Fourth Speaker: 


When Jesus was on earth in the days of His 
flesh, He said that He would go away, but that 
He would also come again to receive His own. 
There are many passages in the Bible which 
indicate that Christians should be watching for 
His return. “For our conversation is in heaven; 
from whence we also look for the Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Phil. 3:20. 


“Looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.” Titus 2:13. “So Christ 
was once offered to bear the sins of many; and 
unto them that look for him shall he appear 
the second time without sin unto salvation.” 


Heb. 9:28. “Watch therefore: for ye know not 
what hour your Lord doth come.” Matthew 


24:42. As Christians we ought always to be 
watching for and keeping in readiness for the 
return of our Saviour, because the Bible makes 
it very clear that none can predict when that 
time will be. (Ask the young people to suggest 
ways of preparing for the coming of Christ.) 


The Changeless Christ 


By Vernon W. Patterson 


O changeless Christ within a changing world, 
Unshaken Thou through all the shocks of time! 
Though ’gainst Thee Satan’s darts are ever hurled, 
Thou art the same in every age and clime. 


Unchanged the love that brought Thee down to earth, 
Unchanged the grace that bought and keeps the soul, 
Unchanged the matchless wonders of Thy worth, 

Though earth remove and heaven roll up as scroll. 


_ Eternal pow’r, unbounded love Thou art, 


And grace beyond the ken of sinful man; 
Though sense deceive and sin defile the heart, 
Thou failest not through all life’s fitful span. 


Man’s glory fades, all earthly things decay; 
But Thou remainest, risen Lord above. 

Amid earth’s raging storms and darkening day, 
Thou art eternal Light, and Life, and Love. 


Dear loving Jesus, tender, pure, and fair, 

As Thou didst call the children to Thy breast, 
Enfold us in Thine arms and let us there 

Forget our cares and find in Thee our rest. 
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Christmas in the Congo 
By Gertrude Hillegist Cousar 


Here at Bibanga, as in every place where the 
Birthday of our Lord Jesus is remembered, there is 
a glow in the Christians’ hearts as this beautiful 
season approaches. 


Weeks before the Birthday of Jesus groups of 
young people are gathering together to practice 
the old familiar carols, or learning some new 
hymns which they will sing in the choir or pageant. 
The Hallelujah Chorus is always a favorite with 
the young men and they really make the air ring 
with its majesty. It is a time of great rejoicing 
and thanksgiving, and one hears humming, or 
whistling, or harmonizing of these favorites. 


Congolese Christians love being in or seeing the 
pageant each year. All ages come—from the eldest 
to the tiniest babies sleeping in their mothers’ arms. 
Passages are read from the Old Testament fore- 
telling of the Saviour’s coming and from the 
Gospels, telling of His miraculous birth and the 
visit of the Shepherds to the Infant Jesus in the 
Manger, with Mary His mother and Joseph ten- 
derly watching over the Child. A light in the 
manger represents the Christ Child’s presents. And 
always the coming of the Wise Men with their 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh—each part 
enacted with quiet reverence and dignity. 


Pageants are given on the mission stations but 
out in the villages farther away Christians will 
decorate their chapels with palm fronds and what- 
ever kind of flowers they can find—from the bright 
yellow Japanese sunflowers to purple bougainvillea, 
and worship Him with their evangelists, pastors, 
or elders. 


On the morning of Jesus’ Birthday every Chris- 
tian who can navigate goes to the nearest church 
or chapel to worship—others come just for this 
special occasion. The choir of young people and 
the congregation sing with the spirit and the up- 
lifted voice. How our people love to sing! 


At the Leper Camp their chapel will be deco- 
rated with garlands of palm fronds and flowers. 
These greatly afflicted people will be all dressed 
in their best clothes and they will sing with a 
fervor that outrivals all others. To them Jesus’ 


Birthday means hope. They genuinely appreciate - 


His coming the first time to deliver them from 
their sins and look forward with a lively hope to 
His return when He will give them new and glori- 
fied bodies. Their love is evidenced in their unusual 
and generous sharing—their gifts exceed all offer- 
ings elsewhere. 
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This is a time of rededication of life and loyalty 
to Him. This season and day center around Jesus. 
It is a privilege to sing praises and bring gifts to 
Him, to tell the world that Jesus belongs to us and 
we belong to Him and—that He offers to whom- 
soever will come to Him the same rich blessings 
and promises of Life Eternal. All praise to His 
Name—JESUS! Can you think of a more won- 
derful way to remember Jesus’ Birthday? 


A Christmas Message 


As we approach the glad Christmas season I am 
wondering if we are giving thought for the peoples 


of the world for whom Christmas has no meaning. 


There are people waiting, 
Over all the earth, 

To hear the Christmas story 
That tells of Jesus’ birth. 


We have this story still. The matchless story 
told by the angels on a Judean hillside to the shep- 
herds nearly two thousand years ago: ‘Fear not 
for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy— 
unto you is born this day in the city of David, a 
Saviour which is Christ, the Lord.” Is that the 
exact message? No, I left out an important part: 


“T bring you good tidings of great joy which shall 


be to all people.” The good news was not for the 
chosen few—but for all people. We are among the 
fortunate who know the story. It is our responsi- 
bility to those who ‘are still waiting. 


There are people listening 
They have waited, oh, so long. 
To hear the glorious echo 
Of the angels song. 


The song sung by the angels, “Glory to God in 
the highest and on earth peace good will to men.” 
This song has echoed and re-echoed through the 
ages by those who know Him who said: “‘My peace 
I give unto you.”—“In the world ye shall have 
tribulation, but be of good cheer I have overcome 
the world.” Because we know this blessed truth 


~and comfort we have a song in our hearts and on 


our lips. A song of glory to God and a message 
of peace to men. This song can not be stilled by 
wars, plagues or tribulations. It is a song of God’s 
redeeming love to be sung to all nations. 


There are people waiting 
To hear from you and me 
About our precious Saviour 


And His death on Calvary. 


A Saviour to share! “You know the grace of the 
Lord Jesus that though He was rich yet for your 
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sakes He became poor that ye through His poverty 
might be rich.” So wrote the Apostle Paul, and 
spent his life in telling others of Christ. Many 
hundreds of years before Isaiah had written: “For 
unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, and 
the government shall be upon His shoulder, and 
His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, 
the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince 
of Peace.” This Child whose birth was heralded 
by the song of angels, and the brightness of a shining 
star, that first Christmas night, was to be called 
Jesus for He was to save His people from their 


sins—‘‘There is no other name given under heaven — 


whereby we must be saved.” No other but Jesus. 


If we did not have this story to tell, this song 
to sing and this Saviour to show there would be no 
Christmas. May we keep this in mind that we will 
know the happiness of keeping His day as He would 
have us. 

Help us keep Thy day, Lord, 
So all people will see 

And follow our example 
To serve and honor Thee.” 


—Alice Barbour Bennett 


Story of Silent Night 


On Christmas Eve in 1818, Franz Gruber, 
church organist in the little town of Oberndorf, 
Bavaria, made an alarming discovery. The organ 
would not play! 


For several days previous to Christmas Eve, 
Oberndorf had been snowbound. Gruber, knowing 
there was no one in Oberndorf capable of repairing 
the organ, was afraid there would be no music for 
Christmas. He could hardly imagine Christmas 
without music. 


Quickly he went to the vicar, Joseph Mohr, and 
told him his story. He asked Mohr to write a new 
Christmas song which could be easily sung without 
the use of the organ. 


Later as Mohr sat reading Christmas stories from 
his Bible . . . “Unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour... ,” the words welled 
up in his soul like a heavenly anthem. Long into 
the night he sat meditating on them. As the full 
meaning gripped his soul, he wrote a poem about 
the wondrous story. . 


Early the next day, Gruber took the newly writ- 
ten words and composed a melody. Now the people 
were gathering at the church. There was one man 
who could pick out tunes on a guitar. He was 
asked to accompany the new carol. 


The people of Oberndorf loved the song im- 
mediately . . . and thus Joseph Mohr and Franz 
Gruber gave the world one of the most beautiful 
and best loved of the Christmas carols. It was not 
long before the Tyrolean Singers took the song to 
America. For years it went under the title, “Song 
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from Heaven.” It was more quickly and better 
known in America than in Europe and _ today, 
“Silent Night” is sung in nearly every language 
of the world. 


A Time for Remembering 


From Chile to Ceylon, from Paris to the Philip- 
pines, American Foundation for Overseas Blind, 
Inc., is making steady headway in its continuous 
crusade in behalf of the world’s blind persons. 


The accomplishments attained thus far were 
made possible only through the generosity and de- 
votion of the American public. But even as we 
review and rejoice at the advances which have 
taken place, our thoughts turn to the needs still 
to be met; the goals still to be fulfilled. 


The poignant picture of 14 million sightless 
persons striving desperately for a chance at life— 
a life of usefulness and independence—is not readily 
forgotten. 


In this season, the traditional time for remember- 
ing, we know that our friends throughout the nation 
will give special thought to the plight of the world’s 
sightless. 


In the same spirit of dedication, we pledge our- 
selves to the continuance and expansion of our relief, 
rehabilitation and education services to the visually 
handicapped the world over. — 


—Bulletin—American Foundation for 
Overseas Blind, Inc. 


Christmas Gifts 
For The Whole Family 


Bible Story Books 


The Child’s Story sible 

By Catherine F. Vos 
732 Pages, full color pictures, maps, index, scripture refer- 
ences, pronunciation guide, large, clear type, $3.95 postpaid. 


Egermeier’s Bible Story Book 

By Elsie E. Egermeier 
Three editions to choose from. “A” is complete Bible in 
story, 234 stories, 608 pages. ‘“‘B” is culture edition with 
every feature of “A” plus home-study section, 688 pages. 
“C” is deluxe gift edition, contains all features of “‘A”; and 
“B” adding 16 pages of pictures and stories on life of 
Christ with 16-page photographic reproduction of Holy 
Land scenes. “A,” $2.95. “B,” $3.95. “‘C,”’ $4.95. 


The Foster Bible Story Books 

By Charles Foster 
An illustrative list of titles, including: Story Of The Gos- 
pel ($1.00), Story Of The Bible ($2.25), First Steps For 
Little Feet ($1.35), and Bible Pictures ($2.00). Each dis- 
tinctive, yet all true-to-the-Bible and especially adapted for 
small children. 
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NEWS 


CHU 


THE GENERAL FUND AGENCIES 
AND INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Statement of Receipts 


Jan. 15 - Nov. 30, 1956 
‘THE GENERAL FUND AGENCIES 


Budget for 1956 $846,581.00 
Received from Jan. 15th through 

November 30, 1956 420,826.41 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date | 49.71 
Balance needed for the year 425,754.59 


INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Budget for 1956 $ 21,495.00 
Received from Jan. 15th through 

November 30, 1956 | 13,011.32 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date 60.1 
Balance needed for the year 8,483.68 


“World Missions Receipts 


Budget for 1956 ............... ..... $8,300,000.00 
2,543,584.24 
Percentage of Annual Budget 

77.07% 
Balance Needed for 1956 ................ 756,415.76 


ALABAMA 


Birmingham—First Presbyterian Church, here, 
celebrated 50 years of the progress of the church 
with a loyalty dinner December 1. 


Most of the more than 700 member congregation 
attended the meeting to discuss plans for future 
growth of the church, including the new education 
building which is now being completed. 


Mr. William J. Rushton presented a five-year 
plan for paying the $100,000 due on the new ad- 
dition. Dr. Marion Dick discussed projected plans 
for the growth of the church and Dr. Richard T. 
Eastwood presented plans whereby the church can 
grow in service to the community. Mrs. Allen P. 
Brinson, president-elect of the Women of the 
Church, drew an analogy between the growth of 
the church and the building of the temple in 
Jerusalem by King Solomon. 


Music was presented by the church choir and 
visiting musicians under the direction of Vernon 
Skooge. The dinner was given by two of the dea- 
cons, Henry McClellan, and Wilbern Wengel. Dr. 
Edward V. Ramage is pastor of the church. 
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GEORGIA 


Decatur—Dr. Richard T. Gillespie, professor of 
homiletics at Columbia Theological Seminary in 
Decatur, has accepted a call to become pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church, Anderson, S. C., 
effective January Ist. 


Dr. Gillespie has been serving as professor of 
homiletics at Columbia for the past six years. 


He is a native of Florence, S. C., and a graduate 
of Presbyterian College, Columbia Seminary, Emory 
University, and Union Theological Seminary in 
Richmond. He has served as pastor of Rock Spring 
Church, Atlanta, and the First Presbyterian Church 
in Thomasville, Ga. 


For six years Dr. Gillespie was Candidate Secre- 
tary of the Board of World Missions before coming 
to Decatur in 1950. 


Recently he has assisted in thé organizing and 
developing of Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church 
near Atlanta. 


Passing of Mrs. Vernon S. Broyles 


Mrs. Vernon S. Broyles, Jr., wife of the pastor 
of North Avenue Presbyterian Church in Atlanta 
and former executive secretary of the Board of 
Church Extension, died December 2 at Emory 
University hospital in Atlanta. Mrs. Broyles had 
been ill for several months. 3 


Funeral services were held December 4 at North 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, with Dr. J. Cecil 
Lawrence and the Rev. Kirk N. Nesbit officiating. 
Dr. Lawrence is associate pastor, and Mr. Nesbit 
is Minister to Students at North Avenue Church. 
Members of the Session and the Board of Deacons 
served as honorary escort. 


Mrs. Broyles was a graduate of Mississippi State 
College for Women and taught at that college for 
five years after graduation. She was the daughter 
a. ba late Percy Virden and Mrs. Bena Maxwell 

irden. 


Dr. and Mrs. Broyles were married in 1935. They 
lived in Canton, Miss., until 1941 when Dr. Broyles 
came to Atlanta to be pastor at North Avenue 
Church. He was executive secretary of the Board 
of Church Extension from 1950-54, and after that 
— to his former pastorate at the Atlanta 
church. 


Besides her husband, Mrs. Broyles is survived 
by two daughters, Bena and Betsy Broyles of At- 
lanta, a son, Vernon S. Broyles III, a student at 
Davidson College, and a brother, Wilson Virden of 
Rolling Folk, Miss. | 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Kinston — About 250 members of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Kinston, gathered recently 
for the groundbreaking of their new church. A 
description of the proposed structure was given 
at the ceremonies by F. E. Wallace, chairman of 
the executive committee of the building program. 


‘A message of congratulations and greetings was 


presented to the congregation by executive secre- 
tary Tom Davis of Albemarle Presbytery. 
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The proposed $314,000 church is expected to be 
completed in about one year. Four major units 
will make up the church: a fellowship hall, which 
will be used temporarily for church services; and 
at a later date, a sanctuary, an educational unit, 
and an administrative unit. Included in the edu- 
cational unit will be a parlor, a music room and a 
chapel which will seat 134 people. 


Wilmington—Dedication services for the newly 
completed Cape Fear Presbyterian Church here 
were held December 2. 


Dr. E. D. Witherspoon, pastor of the St. Andrews- 
Covenant Presbyterian Church was speaker at the 
services. The Rev. J. A. Marrow, Jr., is pastor of 
the church which has a membership of 220. 


The new building is a modern edifice valued at 
$75,000. It contains a sanctuary with a seating 
capacity of 300, 10 class rooms, a church office, 
pastor’s study, kitchen and storage rooms. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton—Two new regions launched their Pres- 
byterian College Diamond Jubilee development 
program during the first week in December with 
dinner meetings. 


Dr. W. Taliaferro Thompson, moderator of the 
General Assembly, delivered the main address at 
the dinners held in Charleston, S. C. on Dec. 
3, and in Savannah, Ga., on December 4. 


Savannah Presbytery has set a goal of $60,000 
to be raised for Presbyterian College in the weeks 
ahead, while lower Charleston Presbytery has es- 
tablished a goal of $40,000. Upper Charleston 
Presbytery has reported $5,095 toward its $12,000 
goal after the first report meeting. 


In the upper Charleston area, centered around 
Orangeburg, thirty subscriptions were turned in as 
two churches in the area exceeded their established 
quotas. The Bamberg, S. C., Presbyterian Church 
reported $750.00 from four gifts to hit 171% of 
its quota, and the Allendale Presbyterian Church 
brought in $1,500 from five subscriptions to 
achieve 163% of its goal. The First Presbyterian 
agg of Orangeburg reported $2,395 from 19 
gifts. 


TENNESSEE 


Nashville—Miss Helen Pemberton of our Mexico 
Mission arrived in the United States in November 
for her regular furlough. 


Nashville — Miss Vivian Hodges of our West 
Brazil Mission is scheduled to return to the United 
States sometime in December for her furlough. 


Miss Hodges is just completing her first term 
of service in Brazil where she has been serving in 
the evangelistic work of the mission. She first went 
to the field in 1951. 


TEXAS 


Dallas—Dr. Edward D. Grant, Director of Lou- 
isiana Institutions and former Executive Secretary 
of the Board of Christian Education in Richmond, 
was “Ladies Night” speaker at the Men’s Club of 
the First Presbyterian Church, Dallas, at the last 
meeting of the club for 1956, held recently. 


__ Dr. Grant, a native of Scotland, went to Lou- 
isiana in 1952 at the invitation of the newly or- 
ganized Board of Institutions for the State of 
Louisiana. That Board had just assumed the func- 
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tions of 22 separate state boards and agencies, 
including the supervision of 6 charity hospitals, 3 
tuberculosis hospitals, 3 mental hospitals, 3 juvenile 
correctional schools, the state colony and training 
school for mental defectives, and the state prison 


system. 


Dr. Grant’s work has received national attention. 


Kerrville — Groundbreaking ceremonies for the 
first unit of the Gus Schreiner Student Center have 
been held at Schreiner Institute, Presbyterian junior 
college here. Construction of the Center began 
immediately after a brief groundbreaking service, 
Dr. Andrew Edington, president of the 
school. 


Board members present included Mr. W. Scott 
Schreiner, Mr. Charles Johnston, Mr. Louis 
Schreiner, the Rev. R. G. Ryan, and Mr. Gus 
Schreiner who took part in the actual ground- 
breaking. 


The swimming pool for the center is expected 
to be ready for use in the spring of 1957. Detailed 
plans for the remainder of the building will be 
submitted to the Board of Trustees in January. 


Besides the swimming pool, the student center 
will have offices, a post office, student snack bar, 
a game room with a three-lane bowling alley, ping- 
pong tables, a reading room, and a lounge. A large 
trophy case will be placed in the center to house 
the trophies that have been won by the students. 


The center will be completely air conditioned. 


Dallas—Billy Graham, world-known evangelist, 
spoke here recently at the First Presbyterian 
Church’s Sundown Vespers. His message marked 
the sixth service in a two-month series emphasizing 
the theme, “Our Common Faith for These Un- 
common Times.” 


Graham has preached face-to-face to more peo- 
ple than any minister in all of Christian history, 
having addressed more than 20,000,000 persons. 
Another 20,000,000 listen to his weekly “Hour of 
Decision” radio program. Over 1,000,000 persons 
have been converted under Dr. Graham’s ministry. 


Corpus Christi — Laymen of Presbyterian 
churches of the Corpus Christi area already are 
well along in their plans for a second intensive 
evangelistic effort, featuring a nationally known 
speaker, and held in the city auditorium. 3 


Building on experience gained in the December, 
1955, evangelistic crusade, the Presbyterian Com- 
mittee on Evangelism for Corpus Christi has begun 
preparations for the March 17 - March 24, 1957 
series that will feature Dr. Louis Evans, minister- 
at-large for the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. The 
planners have already booked Del Mar Auditorium 
and held preliminary planning sessions with the 
ministers of the Corpus Christi Presbyterian 
churches, and with the presidents of all the Women 
of the Church groups in the city. 


The Sessions of each church are being asked to 
approve plans, and to provide financial and pro- 
gramming help. Mr. Franklin Flato, a leading 
elder in the city, has been suggested as General 
Chairman, and already approved by votes of Ses- 
sions of five of the Presbyterian churches. 


The 1955 series, for which Dr. William M. 
Elliott, pastor of the largest Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., congregation, at Highland Park Church, 
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Dallas, was the speaker, brought out record crowds 
and resulted in important additions to all churches. 
Designed as a revival, the series put hundreds of 
lay persons to work for the period, in cottage 
prayer groups, in visitation, in providing counseling 
for interested people, and in caring for a great 
number of children for whom baby-sitting services 
were provided in one of the churches while the 
series was being held in the auditorium. 


THE RISE OF THE CULTS. Walter R. Martin. 
Zondervan. $2.00. 


Mr. Martin possesses one of the most complete 
libraries on non-Christian cults in existence. It 
consists of over a thousand volumes. He has spent 
10 years in research in the primary sources of 
cult history and theology. He has studied par- 
ticularly the activities of non-Christian religions 
and cults where evangelical Christianity and its 
missionary efforts were involved. 


In the introduction to this volume by Wilbur 


M. Smith he correctly observes, ‘‘Apart from sheer 


unbelief and the deep paganism of our modern 
civilization, the greatest hindrance to an accept- 
ance of the saving gospel of Jesus Christ is the 
teaching of those false cults which, on the periphery 
of Christianity, deceivingly and inaccurately use 
many of the sacred terms of the true Christian 
faith. These cults are spreading with phenomenal 
speed, and by them millions are being led astray. 
ry The danger is that too many in the Church, 
unacquainted with, and really uninterested in the 
history and actual teachings of these groups are 
lulled into a state of indifference toward them, 
or, even worse, into believing that these false 


religions are also a true way to God, whereas they 
lead to nothing else but eternal death.” In this 
statement Dr. Smith sets forth succinctly what is 
involved in the church’s concern as to the rise 
of the cults. 


This volume presents a survey of the cult prob- 
lem and then discusses Jehovah’s Witnesses, The- 
osophy, Mormonism, Christian Science, Unity, and 
“Father Divine.” The author closes with this ap- 
peal, “Let us therefore cease the ~~ squabbles 
that split the camp of true Israel today; rather 
let us join our forces to resist the onslaught of 
corrupt doctrines so evident in cultism.”’ 


It is difficult to write a book on this subject 
without becoming too technical for the layman 
or not thorough enough for the theologian. The 
author has succeeded in a remarkable way in pre- 
senting a volume that can be appreciated by both 
layman and theologian. He has rendered a signal 
service in presenting facts that will help readers 
to understand the differences between major cult 
deviations and the truths of the 


TOOLS FOR BIBLE STUDY. Balmer H. Kelley 
and Donald G. Miller. John Knox Press. $2.00. 


The eleven chapters in this volume appeared 
in successive issues of Interpretation. This work 
discusses such tools as concordances, New Testa- 
ment lexicons, Bible dictionaries and encyclopedias, 
grammars of the Greek New Testament, archeol- 
ogy, Hebrew grammars and lexicons, Biblical geog- 
raphies and atlases, commentaries and the Rab- 
binie writings. 

Since there are 11 different authors we natur- 
ally expect different points of view and this is 
exactly what we find in this volume. Some of the 
chapters encourage the use of tools prepared by the 
liberals while others recommend tools developed 
by conservatives. 


The tools recommended here can be used by 
ministers but most of them are beyond the skill 
of laymen. J.R.R. 
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VAL TIMES IN AMERICA 


W. A. WILDE CO. PUBLISHERS 
131 Clarendon Street 


By Frep W. HorrMan 


Here is a challenge to all churches in ) 
America to unite in believing prayer for a | 
nation-wide spiritual revival as the only hope | 
of the nation in the present hour. The author 
first sets forth the perils which threaten ) 

| 
| 


America today, as seen in present moral and 
spiritual conditions, and describes the divine 
laws which govern the bringing about of 
revival, and then tells the thrilling story of 
the recurring times of spiritual awakening 
which have kept America strong throughout 


her history. 
Price $2.50 | 
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or 


Boston, Massachusetis | 
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